ut of Hand
Open parties attract large numbers
1
ey! Guess what?
John's parents are
. out of town."
"Is he having a party?"
"I don't know. He hasn't
decided yet."
"HEY EVERYBODY,
JOHN'S HAVING A PAR-
TY FRIDAY NIGHT!"
Similar conversations
were frequently heard in
the halls and the lunch
room.
News traveled fast in
Clearwater's notorious
grapevine. Parties usually
became larger than  ex-
pected.
"When the word 'party'
is mentioned, the whole
school usually finds out
within two periods," said
Connie Johles.
Don Morgan, who threw
a party said, "I knew the
party was going to be big,
but I was surprised that so
many people from other
schools were there."
Parties attracted stu-
dents because of the lack
of adult supervision. Stu-
dents were able to exceed
their normal noise level
and consume alcoholic
beverages.
Tanya Love said, "Most
parties are BYOB, (bring
your own booze, bottle,
beer). People get fake I.D.'s
or have friends that are old
enough to buy beer or wine
coolers for them."
The Clearwater Police
often paid visits to these
gatherings in attempt to re-
duce the noise level or
break the party up.
"I think parties can be
cool if people don't get out
of hand. People who come
and drink are the reason
police often bust the par-
ties," said Tony Nickerson.
"Those people ruin it for
people like me who don't
drink, but just want to be
with friends and have fun."
Since the beach was
closed at 10:00 p.m. and
movies got old quickly,
many students felt that
parties provided an inex-
pensive place to go and be
with friends. People who
threw the parties said they
felt parties gave students
somewhere to go.
"It's not like 'Risky Busi-
ness'. It's your friends.
They're not going to steal
anything or trash your
house. They have respect
for it. The only real prob-
lem is they eat all your
food," said Ray Arnoff. A
word of advice from Ray to
future party-throwers:
"Lock your refrigera-
tors!" ? by Karin Case
and Lori Gillian
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